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2009 Junior/Senior Formal 
A great weekend at Great Wolf Lodge in Wisconsin Dells 
 

By Paul Duda 
 

 

 

The worn-out group of Juniors and Seniors after a long day of swimming 
 

    The 2009 formal was a major success.  The junior and senior class went to 

the Wisconsin Dells this past weekend.  We met after school on Friday to set 

off on this trip.  RJ, Kerri, Scott, and Mrs. M went ahead of us to go set up the 

decorations for later that night.  The rest of us left at twelve and headed for the 

Great Wolf Lodge.  It was a three and half hour drive to get there.  We stopped 

at Taco Bell on our way there and gas station where everyone got their re-

freshments.  Some even bought full cases of pop.  When we got to the lodge, it 

was bigger then I had expected.  When we walked into the lodge, it was a beau-

tiful hotel with so many things to do.  The guys got a condo and the girls got a 

condo.  I shared a room with Joe, Heavy, Justin, and Curt.  We picked the 

smaller of the two rooms.  Our room consisted of two bed, a pull out couch, 

and a small little TV set that got 10 channels.  We had three hours to kill before 

we had to go to our dinner and dance at six.  Half of the people went swim-

ming, while I played Super Smash Brothers with Scott and RJ.  I did not do 

very well at game, so I quit and got a couple hours of sleep.  Later that night, 

around five, all of us started to get dressed.  Heavy was not happy with his suit, 

so we found out that Heavy had some ironing skills that we did not know 

about.  (Continued on page 3.)      

Food Pantries Begin 
to Run Low on 
Supplies 
The numbers, and what we can do to help 
 

By Curt Grimes 
 

     There's a growing problem in the community.  

This is a problem that we could all help solve easi-

ly if we were to work to-

gether.  However, very few 

are aware that this problem 

exists.  Food pantries in 

this area are struggling to 

keep their shelves stocked, 

and needy families may 

soon be leaving pantries 

empty-handed as a result. 

     The Northwest Herald 

recently published an ar-

ticle exposing this problem.  

Sarah Slavenas, a spokeswoman for the Northern 

Illinois Food Bank, says that food pantries in the 

area have experienced a 25 percent to 30 percent 

increase in demand recently.  With the current 

economic situation, this number could get higher. 

     When the number of donations to a pantry si-

multaneously decreases, we have a problem. 

     This is why those who can support a food bank 

should.  Those families that need food are still 

getting help from food pantries, but those food 

supplies are starting to run out.  Wonder Lake 

Neighbors Food Pantry, a food bank I'm familiar 

with, is one of these pantries in need.  I've decided 

that I can afford to donate a few food items regu-

larly to them.  Even a small amount is a big help. 

     Just as families are continuously in need of 

food, food pantries always accept donations.  Go 

to http://bit.ly/NILfoodbanklist  to see a list of 

food pantries in this area.  If you're not sure what 

to donate to a pantry, check their website or con-

tact them.  There are usually some items they are 

in need of more than others.  If you're unable to 

donate food items, contact them to see if you can 

help them in other ways.  Helping the food banks 

is something each of us can do! 
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Death By Career  By René Castillero 
 

     Have you ever thought about what career 

you want to chase? We all know that there 

is a smorgasbord of jobs to choose from, 

making it extremely difficult to choose one 

or two out of the thousands that are availa-

ble. Despite the array of jobs, some are 

more desirable than others. Recently stu-

dies, and recent television shows, have been 

done to locate the most dangerous jobs in 

America.  

     Would you ever guess that when you 

recycle you are putting another person in 

danger? Refuse and Recyclable material 

collectors are rated fifth in most dangerous 

jobs. Some of these employees work at 

great heights, possibly in horrid weather, 

and more often exposed to dangerous fumes 

that damage their respiratory system. 

     Iron and steel workers placed fourth. 

These metal workers are working at consi-

derable heights, injuries or deaths are result 

of falling from these heights. Likewise, 

loggers also fall to natural horrors. Loggers 

are prey to high winds, falling branches and 

hidden roots and vines that put workers at 

great risk around chain saws and other 

heavy equipment.   

Seamen working on boatôs rigging 

 
     To no surprise, pilots and flight engi-

neers have one of the most dangerous jobs 

available. Unpredictable weather threatens 

the lives of pilots with occasional system 

failures to curse the plane. Test pilots are 

in the most risk because they are testing 

out new and experimental planes,  

 including crop dusters that allow the pilots 

to be exposed to deadly toxins.  It is esti-

mated that 88 workers will die out of 

100,000 people in these positions.  

     Fishermen and fishing workers have the 

greatest fatality rate of all the careers in the  

States.   These     men     have     to   brave  

 

horrendous weather hundreds of miles 

away from shore with usually no available 

help. The crews are in danger of falling or 

tripping on slippery decks which will in-

jure a person or send them flying over-

board. Malfunctioning fishing gear or get-

ting caught in nets are other possibilities.  

Death estimations show that 142 people 

will die out of every 100,000 fisherman.     

 

* * * 
Rounding out the top 10 U.S. jobs with 
the highest fatality rates: farmers and 
ranchers (38 deaths for every 100,000 
workers); electrical power line work-

ers (35/100,000); roofers 
(34/100,000); drivers (truckers and 
salespeople) (27/100,000); and agri-
cultural workers (22/100,000). Of the 

5,703 fatal work injuries last year, 
5,202 occurred in private industry. 

Manufacturing fatalities were up 14 
percent in 2006. 

 

* * * 

/ÎÅ -ÁÎȭÓ 'ÁÒÂÁÇÅȟ !ÎÏÔÈÅÒ -ÁÎȭÓ 4ÒÅÁÓÕÒÅ 
By Taylor Wright 
 

     This familiar saying is one used frequently by avid thrift shoppers, 

and garage salers.  One of my favorite pastimes with my Grandma is 

bargain hunting.  We used to go "scattybooing" with the specific purpose 

of finding some kind of unique prize.  Bargain hunting, according to 

long-time thrift shopper Connie Sheley, is "a modern day treasure hunt," 

you never know what you're going to find.  Whether you have an opinion 

on the subject, or have never had a chance to try it, here are some sug-

gestions for successful cheap shopping made by bargain hunters from 

around the country.   

      Be patient.  Thrift stores generally have good items mixed 

in with the junk.  Don't be disappointed if you don't find what you're 

looking for right off the bat. 

     Go with friends.  Creating memories with people who 

enjoy similar activities as you will make the experience much more en-

joyable than going by yourself or with someone who lacks your same zeal.   

Even if you don't find exactly what you're looking for, you'll have had a day full of jokes and good times with friends, there is always an 

ample supply of entertainment at these stores. 

     Be Friendly. As with many costumer service positions, a shop worker is much more likely to offer tips, and upcoming sales 

to someone with an enjoyable, cheerful personality. 

     $ÏÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÁÆÒÁÉÄ ÔÏ ÂÁÒÔÅr.  Although some stores have stricter policies, many are willing to be talked down on a 

price thatôs a little too high. Although bartering is less commonplace in the U.S., itôs a given in many other countries.  Take advantage 

of the thrift store setting to practice doing it in English so youôre a pro by the time youôre negotiating in Spanish, Russian, or German on 

your travels.   

     Be Creative.  Not everything has to be used for its original intended purpose.  A waste-basket can hold poster tubes, a suit-

case can act as a coffee table, a record crate can be turned sideways to organize binders, etc. Keep your eyes (and mind) open for objects 

the might fill a need in an unusual and interesting way. 

     Don't be unwilling to leave empty handed.  It is not at all unusual to have unsuccessful days 

shopping.  Keep in mind that the gems of the bunch are often buried along with other clutter. 

     "Thrifting is obviously not the most efficient or productive way to shop, so think of it as part of your leisure activities (with occa-

sional payoffs) ð the time you spend hopping from store to store is what you do next action lists, priority quadrants, and time tracking 

to make time for. Take a day your next free weekend to explore the thrift stores in your area and see what you come up with!" 

 
For more ideas, check out these websites for suggestions from avid bargain hunters: 
 

Stepcase Lifehack: A Basic Guide to Thrift Store Shopping 
http://tinyurl.com/cqswmf 

The Bargainist: 10 Tips for Shopping at Thrift Stores 

http://tinyurl.com/5aepz5 
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New Surroundings 
By Taylor Wright 
 

 
 

           Undeniably next year's school year 

will be an experience quite different than this 

past one.  The school's new more centralized 

location will ideally increase enrollment, and 

encourage community involvement.  Unlike 

Marengo, the school's location in Crystal Lake 

will be in the center of town.  With a new 

building, and new location to explore, here are 

some fun places Crystal Lake has to offer.  

The best part is, most of them are even within 

walking distance from the new building!  

 

     For the academic side of things: The 

Crystal Lake Public Library is on the same 

street as the new building, only a few minutes 

walk, and opened after school and on week-

ends during the school year. 

     For the beautiful, warm days: Main 

Beach, and West Beach are always crowded 

during the summer.  They are fun places to go 

to swim, rent boats, play on the giant play 

grounds, or just enjoy the beautiful weather. 

The rolling green hills and evergreen patches 

of Veteran's Acres Park make it the perfect 

place for a cross country meet, or a hilltop 

picnic in the warm sun.  Make sure to bring 

bug spray if you plan on hiking for long!  The 

other side of Veteran's Acres is the home of 

"the best sledding hill in McHenry County," 

according to Mr. Schoenleb.  During the war-

mer seasons, the bottom of the hill is used for 

baseball, but during the winter, the hill is 

transformed into a giant sheet of packed ice.  

     Downtown Crystal Lake: The Raue Cen-

ter downtown Crystal Lake is a recently res-

tored 1920's theater where performances are 

held for many varieties of entertainment.  Up-

coming shows include everything from the 

McHenry County Youth Orchestra, to Vicki 

Lawrence and Mama.  Tickets are available 

online.  Window shopping downtown makes 

for a fun time for everyone.  The unique shops 

have plenty to offer.  Why not stop by Kalei-

descoops, the local ice cream shop, and enjoy 

some refreshing ice cream too?  Among the 

new and modern day shops are mixed unique 

and memorable ones too.  Rene's favorite 

restaurant is Cafe Olympic, a small family 

operated corner diner located in the heart of 

downtown Crystal Lake.  Not far from there is 

another place with homemade cooking and 

fellowship.  As most of you know, my mother 

loves to cook.  Quite often, my house is filled 

with her "adopted children" (a variety of tee-

nagers stopping by in search of food or just to 

talk).  Next year when you're looking for 

something to do after school, why not try ex-

ploring one of these sights in historical Crystal 

Lake, there's something for everyone. 

 

 

The Summer Job 
By Curt Grimes 
 

 

       What are you going to do this summer?  I know exactly what I would like to do.  

I would love to just sleep in, be lazy, and do what I want when I want to do it.  Hang-

ing out with friends and driving around all summer long sounds like a great idea. 

However, this is a time to start thinking more about the responsibilities we have. 

     Maybe your parents haven't really brought the subject up yet, or maybe they think 

you're still a little young.  But the truth is that if you're at least 14 years old*, you are 

old enough to have.... a summer job. 

     Yes, those awful wordsé a summer job.  The idea of having a job sounded real-

ly intimidating to me at first.  I had never had a "real" job before.  Sure, they all say 

stuff like babysitting, helping with something at church, or volunteering in the com-

munity all count as jobs (and they are really good things to put on a résumé), but in 

my mind they didn't fit the description of what a true job really was.  When I thought 

"summer job," I thought of working with people I've never met before, being com-

pletely accountable for my actions, and not relying on my parents about something 

for a change.  And of course I thought of a nice paycheck that would come along with it.  

I realized that it was probably time I get a summer job. (Continued on page 5.)    

 

2009 Junior/Senior Formal 
By Paul Duda 

 
(Continued from page 1.)   We left for 

the river boat in the downtown part 

of the  Dells.  The boat was run by 

these two old men.  It was a very 

big boat that was going to take us to 

a secluded dinner.  We took about a 

twenty to thirty minute ride and 

arrived at Tchulavista.  One thing I 

could not believe was how these 

guys maneuvered this boat through 

narrow waterways that we went 

through.  They even turned the boat 

around 180 degrees in a small 

space.  When we arrived, the place 

had a Casino Royale theme to it.  There were poker chips and cards on the table, and 

there was big money on the wall that I was told was not real.  The dinner consisted of 

chicken, roast beef, garlic mashed potatoes, salad, rolls, and bratwurst.  After dinner, 

RJ started the music and it was dance time.  Heavy went nuts when "Thriller" came 

on by Michael Jackson.  Heavy and I did the dance to "Thriller" and we also did the 

"Cha Cha Slide".  We only could dance to a few songs, however, because a storm 

was coming in.  Fortunately, we made it home safely and got back to the lodge in 

one piece.  It did not rain until about three in the morning.  Through the rest of the 

night after we came back included; eating food, drinking high sugared pop, and try-

ing to find something to watch on our little TV that only had ten channels.  That 

morning I woke up with the worst back ache.  The beds were horrible and Joe woke 

us up at 7:00 a.m., because he had to watch The Sandlot.  The teachers made us all 

breakfast that morning, which included eggs, pancakes, donuts and orange juice.  

After everyone had eaten, we all went to the water park for the next eight hours.  I 

mainly spent my day with Tyler Clauss and Emily Barrett.  We rode a ride called the 

Tornado, which was a slide that pushed you into this big toilet bowl.  It scarred me 

badly, because it has a very big drop at the start that no one told me about.  The rest 

of the things that were there were the wave pool and many various slides.  When it 

was finally time to go home, we were all tired from a great weekend at Great Wolf 

Lodge.  We spent half the time in the van on the way home sleeping and listening to 

music on people's iPods.  I am glad that I could spend time with these people, and it 

will be a memory that I will never forget.  So for all the upcoming juniors and se-

niors, do not pass this up because you will probably end up regretting it.     

 

More Photos 
3ÅÅ ÓÏÍÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ *ÕÎÉÏÒȾ3ÅÎÉÏÒ &Ïr-
ÍÁÌȣ 
 

from the boat ride, dinner, and dance: http://tinyurl.com/cpojym  

from the water park: http://tinyurl.com/dx8cx6  

 
 

 

 

 

Joe, Paul, and Marie show what theyôre made of 

during the Chicken Dance 
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The End of 
the World?  

By Paul Duda 

    
     I have heard from numerous people that 

the earth is going to end on December 21st, 

2012 at 11:11 a.m. GMT.  Many people 

believe that this is going to be an apoca-

lypse.  An apocalypse is defined as the end 

of the world or the end of an age.  This 

means that 

humankind 

as we know 

it will cease 

to exist.  In 

the book of 

Revelation 

in the Bible, 

John talks 

about how it 

is the com-

ing of Christ 

as our Messiah and all people that believe 

in God will be taken to heaven with him.  

Even the dead will come alive and be taken 

as well.  The ancient Maya cyclical calen-

dars say that in 2012, catastrophic things 

will happen.  NASA has found that the sun 

is showing more sunspots, which will prob-

ably cause electrical problems and prob-

lems with our satellites in space.  This will 

supposedly cause a catastrophe, which in-

cludes earthquakes, massive tidal waves, 

volcanic eruptions, and many other horrible 

events.  A man by the name of Geryl says 

that nuclear reactors will melt, buildings 

will fall, and all the volcanic dust from all 

the volcanoes will cover the sky for 40 

years (ABC News).  Geryl has prepared for 

this and has basically set up a fall out shel-

ter.  He believes that all the people that are 

not prepared will die and all that are ready 

will be the only ones to make it through.  

Geryl has made up a list that goes on for 

eleven pages of things he needs to survive.  

Some include: water purifiers, wheelbar-

rows (with spare tires), dust masks and 

vegetable seeds.  There are thousands upon 

thousands of people getting ready for this 

supposed event to happen.  This is just an 

opinion to some but a fact to others.  The 

world has been told many times about how 

the world is going to supposedly end.  So 

many people believed that all computers 

were going to shut down on January 1st of 

2000.  That never happened and I believe 

that this will never happen.  It is just anoth-

er story and when this one passes in 2012, 

someone will start a new rumor of how the 

earth is going to end.  So when 2012 comes 

along do not worry.   

 

"No one knows about that 
day or hour, not even the 
angels in heaven, nor the 

Son, but only the Father."    
 

MARK 13:32 
 

Dog Goes 
Airborne 
By Rene Castillero 

 
     Chicago has been nicknamed the 

Windy City not just for the politicians, but 

for the actual wind too. The strongest 

winds in Chicago last year only averaged 

ten miles an hour, but in some areas it 

could be dangerous. Most of the time, 

wind speeds are only a slight annoyance 

in our daily activities but for some small 

creatures it could threaten their lives!  

Recently, in Waterford Township, Michi-

gan, Dorothy Utley was setting up a dis-

play from the back of her truck at a flea 

market. Utley's beloved Chihuahua, Tink-

er Bell, joined her peacefully until a po-

werful 70 mph gust of wind picked up the 

six pound dog tossing her out of sight. 

Panicking over her missing pet, Dorothy 

hired a physic to help find the little dog. 

Dorothy and her husband Lavern were 

guided to a wooded area over a mile away 

from the point where the dog took flight. 

It was in these woods they found Tinker 

Bell, cold hungry, dirty, but otherwise 

alright.  

     Despite 

the usual 

light breezes 

there are 

occasional 

winds that 

are horribly 

dangerous to 

humans as 

well. A man 

living in 

New Mexico was unloading his large semi 

truck when a gust of wind caught the door 

and hitting the man and sending him fly-

ing into the concrete loading platform.  

The truck driver suffered head injuries 

and was pronounced dead on arrival at a 

local hospital. The wind was part of a 

spring wind storm that pounded eastern 

New Mexico with 65 mph gusts. In March 

of 1999, Times Square was temporarily 

closed when the winds literally tore large 

advertisements of the stationary locations. 

Debris from these airborne advertisements 

injured three people and barred traffic 

from Broadway and Seventh Avenue from 

57th to 41st Streets. 

     Be sure to watch the weather closer 

and keep alert to high wind speeds, be-

cause you never know when it will be 

raining dogs at the same time.  

Faithful Fish 
By Kerri Mathiesen  
 

 

The Sun 

BLOOD DRIVE @ FLHS 
Monday, May 4, 2009  |  1 pm to 6 pm 

 

The need is constant.  The gratification is instant. 
Give blood. 

 

Appointments preferred, walk-ins welcome.  Photo ID needed. 
For an appointment, contact the main office (815-338-3547) 

or email Ms. Larson at clarson@faithlhs.org. 
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The Summer Job 
By Curt Grimes 
 

(Continued from page 3.)    
     In my case, I was pretty lucky; my job-finding 

experience wasn't too painful.  I only applied for 

one job, was called in for one interview, and a 

few weeks later they called me back to give me 

the job.  That's usually how it would work if you 

applied to work somewhere like a supermarket or 

restaurant.  You go to where you would like to 

work, ask for a job application, fill that out, give 

it back, pray that they call you to have an inter-

view (which could be a group interview like mine 

was, a one-on-one meeting in person, or even on 

the telephone), and hope that you get the job.  

Every place will be different, though.  During the 

interview, your potential employer learns enough 

about you to decide whether he or she should hire 

you.  You should be prepared to answer some 

questions that they will most certainly ask you. 
 

Common Interview Questions 

Can you tell me a little about yourself? 
Be honest!  You're almost guaranteed to get this 

question.  I know it's hard to resist embellishing 

yourself even just a little, but you should really 

avoid doing it.  Your little lies about yourself 

might catch up to you later.  The person inter-

viewing you may also be catching on to your lies 

during the interview.  Also, don't tell them your 

life story.  Just be positive, tell them about school, 

a few of your hobbies, and facts about yourself 

that show you're a good candidate for this job. 
 

Why do you want to work here? 
I remember exactly how my interviewer asked 

me this question in my group interview.  She 

said, "Other than the fact that you need a  job  and  

money, what reason do you have for wanting to 

work with us?"  It's a given that you want to work 

because you need money.  Give a reason related to 

the job, a reason why you would want to work this 

job above other jobs.  If you're trying to get a job as 

a waiter, you could say that you enjoy working 

with people.  If you would be working to stock 

shelves, you could say that you enjoy keeping 

things organized and are good at it. 
 

What do you know about this company? 
Before the interview, go visit the company's web-

site.  Learn some basic facts about them.  How big 

are they?  Have they been in the news lately?  

Showing knowledge of the company makes you 

stand out among everyone else and shows that you 

have come prepared to the interview. 
 

How much time will you be able to commit to the job? 
You need to know ahead of time what your sche-

dule will be like.  If you can only work four days a 

week, you need to be honest and tell them that.  

Don't tell them you can work on Sunday mornings 

if you have church then.  If you plan your schedule 

out ahead of time, you can avoid scheduling con-

flicts in the future. 
 

Read more: "How to answer 23 of the most common interview 

questions"  http://bit.ly/23interviewquestions 
 

     So now you know how everything will work in 

getting your job, but where should you apply to?  

There are a couple of things you should consider in 

choosing a summer job.  Consider it's location.  

How far would you be working from home?  How 

would you get there?  Would your parents drive 

you, or is there a car that you can use to go to work 

when you need to? You don't want to pick a job 

 that is far away, because you'll end up wasting 

more money on gas just to get there.  Also consider 

the type of work you will be doing.  It should be  

something that you can at least tolerate 

doing.  You might be flipping burgers, 

stocking shelves, or talking to people.  

You're not always going to enjoy every 

single day at your job, but if the tasks 

you'll be involved in can be something 

that you at least remotely like, that will 

make the job just a little better.  For 

example, if you're a die-hard vegeta-

rian, don't apply for a job at Burger 

King. 

     There's plenty of pluses to getting 

yourself a job.  Depending on the job, 

you may get the opportunity to make 

some new friends.  You'll definitely be 

out of the house more (which is a plus 

for many of us).  And who knows, 

maybe this summer job will turn into a 

job that you can keep through the 

school year.  Sooner or later you will 

need to get a job anyway.  If you have 

decided that you would like to start a 

job somewhere during the summer, the 

time to start applying is now.  After 

school ends, everyone else will begin 

looking for a job.  Apply to a few dif-

ferent places now as the school year is 

rounding up. 

   

   
      *  There are laws that restrict the kinds of jobs 
14- and 15-year-olds can have and how frequently 

they can work.  Also, as a 14- or 15- year old, you 

must have a work permit (also known as an em-
ployment certificate).  The whole process of get-

ting it is not complicated and is well worth your 

time, because then you can enter the job area 
earlier.   

Learn more: http://tinyurl.com/c54tto (PDF) 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 


