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A summary
of Obama's
first address

to Congress
By Curt Grimes

President Obama made his
first speech to a joint Congress
(with both the House of Repre-
sentatives and Senate) last
Tuesday night.  30-40 million
people viewed the event across
all the television networks.
His speech was very similar to
what a typical State of the Un-
ion Address would be like: he
talked about the status of the
nation at the moment and out-
lined his agenda for the future.
A Fox News commentator
noted that everyone in the
room was giving him a stand-
ing ovation, unlike in previous
presidencies, where half of the
room would stand and half
would sit.

Obama started with focus-
ing on the condition of the
economy. He offered reassur-
ing words: "Tonight | want
every American to know this:
we will rebuild, we will recov-
er, and the United States of
America will emerge stronger
than before.” This rebuilding
begins with jobs. To not focus
on creating or saving jobs now,
he says, would extend eco-

From Plowing
Fieldsto
Winning
Battle Fields

By René Castillero

Tractors are no doubt a

staple to agriculture. Farmers
depend on their trusty work-
horses to help plow their
fields, sew crops, and then
harvest their crop at the end of
the season. Tractors however,
are not just for your farmer

nomic problems long into the
future. Obama got a standing
ovation when he announced
that the American Recovery
and Investment Act has been
signed into law. The Act's
mission is to create or save 3.5
million jobs over the next two
years, create a tax cut for 95%
of all households, give tuition
tax credits, and create ex-
tended unemployment bene-
fits.

He also talked about three
areas that are the most impor-
tant to invest in for our future:
energy, health care, and educa-
tion.

Obama explained how our
country has fallen behind in
how we use energy. He plans
to double renewable energy
supply, lay thousands of miles
of power lines, and make
homes and buildings more
energy efficient. 15 billion
dollars a year will be put into
researching wind, solar, biofu-
els, and clean coal energy
sources.

1.5 million Americans will
lose their homes due to rising
health care costs. He wishes to
make it much more affordable,
while investing in preventive
care and new technology.

Obama spent a longer time
talking about a problem in
today's society that the gov-
ernment cannot fix with only
new laws or a revised budget.
He called it an "American
problem" altogether. This

boys, but for war mongrels
too. Although tractors and
tanks seem so different, after
we make this connection you
will see the family resem-
blance in these two siblings.

It is possible that the whole
tank idea was an accident
made by the British in the ear-
ly 1900’s.

Tanks are a British inven-
tion, yet Major General Stwin-
ton, the father of tanks, cre-
dited America with the crea-
tion of tractors used for agri-
cultural purposes. Swinton was
attracted to tractors far their
ability to carry heavy loads on
various terrains, thanks to their
caterpillar treads. Almost im-
mediately after envisioning
this war machine, Swinton
began planning.

Upon finishing an operating
prototype, Swinton proposed
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problem is with education in
this country. 75% of the fast-
est growing occupations re-
quire more than a high school
diploma, yet only just over half
of this country's population
have a high school diploma.
Half of students that begin
college never finish. "Every
child needs to have access to
complete and competitive edu-
cation from the moment
they're born. Schools not only
need more resources. They
need more reform.” Obama
makes the point that if this
country is to succeed, every
American needs to make an
effort to have a respectable
level of education. He encou-
rages every American to com-
mit to at least a year of higher
education or career training.
"This can be a community
college or a four-year school,
vocational training or an ap-

the weapon to future Prime
Ministers David Lloyd George
and Winston Churchill. Both
George and Churchill were
very impressed with the tanks
ability to overcome obstacles,
such as barbed wire fencing,
and were ready to endorse the
project.  Swinton had some
specific requirements for the
tanks. The tank must cruise at
a minimum of four miles an
hour, climb a five foot ob-
stacle, span a five foot trench,
and be immune to small arms
fire. Swinton’s only stipulation
on armament was the tank
must possess two machine
guns. Furthermore, the tank
should also have a traveling
range of twenty miles and be
crewed by ten men. The ear-
liest tank to start production
was the Mark I model in 1916,
and the French French also be-
gan creating their

prenticeship. But whatever the
training may be, every Ameri-
can will need to get more than
a high school diploma.”

He also talked about the
ongoing war.  The trillion-
dollar cost of the war will no
longer be hidden; it will be
included in the new budget, in
line with his plan to restore
"honesty and accountability to
the budget."

Obama said he looks for-
ward to working with everyone
in the future to solve issues,
saying that the starting point of
every debate should be "the
fact that we all love this coun-
try." He finished on a high
note, declaring, "If we lift our
nation from the depth of this
crisis, someday years from
now our children can tell their
children this is the day that we
performed."

their own versions only focus-
ing on artillery. The first lines
of tanks were finished only
five months after the war dem-
onstration and were being cap-
tained by crews trained for
tank combat. The completed
British tanks finally saw com-
bat on September 15th, 1916 at
the infamous Delville Wood,
and shortly after, thirty-six
tanks led the attack at Fleirs.
The battles themselves proved
to be successful, but German
Soldiers were astonished to
find that the early tanks were
very unreliable.

Tanks ever since have seen
many different makeovers and
are now some of the most im-
portant instruments on the bat-
tle field. Just as tractors have
become key to our homeland
farmers, their brothers the tanks
are key to success on the war front.



Faithful Fish

By Kerri Mathiesen

Since I'm not feeling
narcoleptic anymore..,
on to some normalcy!
(redatvety anmywey...)

SCHOOL!!

Bribery and Greed in Illinois’s Political Past

By Taylor Wright

With all the recent news cov-
erage on crooked lllinois politi-
cal dealings, Illinois' reputation
for scammers might seem unde-
niable. A few issues ago we
discussed that fact that Illinois
has the overall highest rate of
federal convictions in the last
decade. The newest cloud of
suspicion hovers over President
Obama's senate seat predecessor,
Roland Burris.  Appointed by
Rod Blagoivich just before his
impeachment, Burris is being
investigated for any possible
underhanded participation. Sad-
ly enough, bribery and greed are
part of Illinois’s political past
even dating back to President
Lincoln's time. After his assas-
sination, Lincoln's body was laid
to rest in Oak Ridge Cemetery in
Springfield, Illinois in 1876. His
body was not buried however,
but placed in a marble sarcopha-
gus guarded only by a padlock
on the chamber door.

In the late 1870's, a group of
Irish counter fitters from Chicago

encountered a problem when
their best engraver was arrested
and sentenced to 10 years in
the state penitentiary. The
gangs leader Big Jim Kennally
came up with a plan to steal
Linclon's body holding it for
ransom in exchange for the full
pardon of his employee, and
$200,000. His first attempt
was foiled however, after one
night of drinking too much,
one of the gang members told
the hostess of the local brothel
their scheme. The story spread
and the gang was forced to flee
to Springfield for a brief time.
The second attempt, due to the
cemetery's lack of security
seemed achievable. None of
the gang members, however,
had any body-stealing expe-
rience so, they hired Lewis
Swegles who they thought was
an experienced grave robber.
In reality, Swegles was a paid
informant of the Secret Ser-
vice. After reporting the plan,
he and the two gang members,

DepreSSIOH By Paul Duda

Depression can be a serious and
even fatal thing. If left untreated, a
person could try to attempt suicide.
A person is depressed if he or she
can not carry out their regular ac-
tivities during the day. Lots of
teens experience depression but it
is usually nothing serious. Just the
stress of school or something at
home can put a teen into some sort
of slump. Here are a list of symp-
toms for depression:

Lack of energy
Withdrawal from people
. Loss of appetite or overeating
Too much or too little sleep
. Feelings of helplessness and
hopelessness

Many people try to ignore the
symptoms of depression and the
problem gets worse. Many people
turn to drugs and alcohol for relief,
but this leads to even bigger

AW N

“Many people
try to ignore the
symptoms of
depression and
the problem gets
worse.”

Terence Mullen and Jack Hues,
made their way to the cemetery
on where authorities positioned
themselves in hiding.  Al-
though the two were profes-
sional gang bangers, they were
not able to pick the lock on the
outside of the tomb. After
sawing off the lock, the would-
be grave robbers discovered
that the coffin, made of cedar
and lead, was not only sealed
but weighed 500 pounds.
While the criminals debated
what should come next, one of
the policemen that had just
witnessed the comical scene
accidentally fired a shot. The
men managed to escape after a
brief gun fight out the back
gate of the cemetery only to be
captured a few days later back
in Chicago.

Soon afterward, the ceme-
tery custodian, John Carroll
Power discovered the mess left
by the recent night's adven-
tures, and took it upon himself
to protect the  former

problems.
are not good at all for a person. One
way to get out of a depression is to
do an activity that makes you hap-
py.
many depressing and hard times. If
I did not have friends and family, |
would have never gotten out of my
depression. When | turned friends
and family away, | found myself
going into an even more deeper
depression.
pressed it is important to surround
yourself with people and activities
you love. You'll thank me later.

president's body, at whatever
cost. He figured- if amateurs
could come so close to success,
how much easier would it be
for actual grave robbers to ex-
hume the body? Power and
five friends came up with one
solution- to hide the body.
After dark, the six men buried
the body in an unmarked spot
below the tomb, taking an oath
to keep the secret to their
graves also. It was not until
1901, nearly fifteen years later,
that the secret was revealed.
Robert Lincoln, the former
President's only surviving son,
organized and directed the ex-
huming of Lincoln's body and
secured it in a steel cage- in a
10 foot deep vault, sealed with
concrete.  His body, to our
knowledge, still rests in Oak
Ridge Cemetery peacefully
today.

These sources of relief

I myself have gone through

If you are feeling de-

Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat
the fat, drink the sweet, and send por-

tionsto those for whom nothing is
prepared; for this day is holy to our
Lord. Do not sorrow, for the joy of
the LORD is your strength.”
Nehemiah 8:10
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Lead Forth in Beauty

By René Castillero

Only a few hymns have
ever been written for patri-
otic purposes. Daniel C.
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mont. God of Our Fathers
was his creation, using the Russian Hymn as its tune. This partic-
ular hymn is found in our hymnals and it shows how America
should view God. The verses of God of Our Fathers can also give
a clear illustration for how Americans can see the interaction be-
tween us and God (verses are in bold):

God of our fathers, whose almighty hand
Leads forth in beauty all the starry band

Of shining worlds in splendor through the skies
Our grateful songs before Thy throne arise.

In the first verse, we call upon the God of our country’s
Founding Fathers. It was by God's power that the United States of
America had ever taken root, he lead our country to its creation.
Knowing this, we should be ever grateful and sing songs of praise
to our Lord.

Thy love divine hath led us in the past,
In this free land by Thee our lot is cast,
Be Thou our Ruler, Guardian, Guide and Stay,
Thy Word our law, Thy paths our chosen way.

America has had many challenges and also much great ad-
vancement. We give credit to whoever is leading us at the time,
whether it is a new president, company head, or football quarter
back. Our Society as a whole, never acknowledges as the giver of
these great blessings. Our history has helped make us a great
country, and we are expected to see God as our guiding shepherd.
Our governmental leaders are to look to him for guidance and
seek His hame so America may continue to travel God’s blessed
path.

From war’s alarms, from deadly pestilence,
Be Thy strong arm our ever sure defense;
Thy true religion in our hearts increase,

Thy bounteous goodness nourish us in peace.

It is true, we cannot escape war. We tried to stay out of it
when World War 11 broke out, but the attack on Pearl Harbor put
the war in our faces. Even now in the midst of our Operation Ira-
gi Freedom, we have to cope with the hardships of war. As all
wars tend to end, we can then take and enjoy our time of peace. It
is God who protects us from danger, and he hears our prayers
from both the battlefield and our joyous parades in the streets,
celebrating the safe return of our brave heroes!

Refresh Thy people on their toilsome way,
Lead us from night to never ending day;
Fill all our lives with love and grace divine,
And glory, laud, and praise be ever Thine.

On an everyday basis, we can look to God for patience and
guidance that we, as American citizens, may be filled with joy.
We can go about our lives with love towards one another giving
all glory to God on High. Have faith that God will be with all the
citizens of the United States through the entire day and into the
darkest nights.

3rd Annual Dinner
Theater Production

By Taylor Wright

Murder and deceit, bright colors and rhymes- the Drama Club is at
it again! This time on a journey with a group of improbable odd-
balls. This spring marks the start of Faith Lutheran High School's
third annual dinner theater drama. This year's production, the Life
and Times of Princess Sofia, takes you on a magical journey.
Through an enchanted forest, and into sticky situations follow Prin-
cess "Tabby" Tabasco (Jayne Layoff) as she makes her way through
perils galore, with the help of her friends, to save Prince Gallant
(Rene Castillero) from the evil sorceress Nefaria (Kerri Matheisen).
Along their way, Tabby and her lady-in waiting, Saffron (Taylor
Wright), encounter and befriend a variety of fairytale misfits joining
forces with them in hopes of defeating Nefaria's rule once and for all.
Rehearsals began Tuesday with a full cast read-through. 21 students
were cast in this production compared to 17 last year in The Seussi-
fication of Romeo and Juliet. Tickets will be on sale soon, and eve-
ryone is invited to come support FLHS' growing drama department
and their fellow classmates. The production will take place the
weekend of April 17 here at the school. Even if you weren't able to
participate in the play, volunteer opportunities will be available with
details as the production date approaches.

Student-to-Student Secrets:
Finding Pictures on the Web

By Curt Grimes

Do you have a presentation for History class due soon, and all you
have for a PowerPoint is a bunch of slides with text? There are a
number of places online that you can go to in order to find the perfect
photo or graphic to explain a topic. Sure, searching Google Images
works, but a lot of the time you'll find pictures that are too small or
poor quality, and the rest of the time you just won't find anything at
all. Another problem with using Google Images is that you often
don't know if you have permission to use the photos however you
want. Here are some websites you can go to for images while avoid-
ing these problems.

Wikimedia Commons (http://commons.wikimedia.org/)

Wikimedia Commons is a media file repository. It is a collection
of images, videos, and sound clips that are free for anyone to use.
You will almost certainly find any image you are looking for. These
pictures are often very high quality, and who to give credit to (if any-
one) is written very clearly along with each image. If you are look-
ing for a photograph of a certain historical person or place, you
should check here first.

Stock.XCHNG (http://www.sxc.hu/)

This website houses an enormous collection of photographs from
skillful photographers. All photos on Stock. XCHNG must be ap-
proved before they appear on the website. Search for generic things
like waterfalls, money, happiness, or skyscrapers, and you'll get re-
sults. Each photo lists under it whether images are free to use, must
be used with notifying the author, or must be used while giving cre-
dit. Use this to find images of people (different ages, races, genders,
emotions), scenery, objects, events, architecture, food, or more by
skillful photographers. You do need to register a free account with
Stock.XCHNG in order to download photos.

Flickr (http://flickr.com)

Flickr allows anyone to upload their own pictures. These pictures
can be almost anything, from professional photographs of scenery to
a few pictures someone took with their phone at a party with people
you will never know. | would go to Flickr to find pictures as a last
resort, if all else fails. Often pictures are tagged poorly: the person
uploading a picture may not use the best words to describe that im-
age. This means that it can be harder for you to find a picture about
very specific subject. Also, unlike Stock. XCHNG, anyone can upl-
oad images without approval, which leads to some very low quality
results. However, | would use Flickr to find images of modern
events, like 9/11 or the ditching of Flight 1549 on the Hudson River.
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Nursing Home
Neglect

By Paul Duda

When a person gets into their later years
and their family cannot take care of them
anymore, they are usually put into a nursing
home. A nursing home is where people go
who cannot give themselves the daily care
they need. They need constant attention
and help throughout the day. A nursing
home is not always for the older people, it
is also for younger adults with problems
and people with mental or physical disabili-
ties. All of these people are watched by
certified nurses that are suppose to take
care of them twenty-four hours a day and
seven days a week. There are over 16,000
nursing homes in the United States, and
who is making sure they are doing their job?

When a family decides to put a loved
one in one of these nursing homes, they
expect them to have the best care possible.
This is not the case for, however, all of the
time. Many senior citizens are not treated
the way they should be treated. They are
treated like garbage. There are many dif-
ferent ways that the nurses treat the elders
in the rest home. Here are some ways that
the elderly are abused in a nursing home.

1. Physical: punching, slap-
ping, burning, pushing,
kicking, or giving them too
much medication.

2. Psychological: shouting,
swearing, blaming, ridicul-
ing, humiliating, and coerc-

ing.
3. Financial: illegal use of an
elder's money, property,

and other valuables.

3RD

4. Sexual: forcing an elderly
person to do a sexual act
without them wanting too.

5. Neglect: not giving the
elder food, heat, clothing, or
their medication.

The abusers may not always be a nurse
or worker at the nursing home. It could be
a family member, friend, or even the elder’s
wife or husband. The elderly have lots of
trust in these people and the abuser abuses
this trust.  Crossroads Care Center in
Woodstock, Illinois was accused of nursing
home neglect. A nurse was told by her su-
pervisor to play the "angel of death”. The
nurse was using mixed drug cocktails for
the elders. She gave them the drinks, so
that they would not bother her during her
shift. The woman has not been convicted
yet of this crime, however. These people
are just like those we love.

SOURCE: Chicago Tribune (http://tinyurl.com/ccsIb8)
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Faith Lutheran Saints

LUTHERAN SCHOOLS WEEK

FLHS

Next week, March 2 through March 4, is Lutheran Schools
Week. Come dressed up according to each day’s theme:

VS.

The Faculty

BASKETBALL

Monday: Hobo Day

Tuesday: Obnoxious Makeup Day

Wednesday: Twin Day

Thursday: Sport Day
Friday: School Pride Day

GAME

on

TUESDAY MARCH 3, 2009

at 5:30 PM

All players, families, faculty and
guests are invited to the 3® Annual

Faculty/Staff Basketball Game
between the SAINTS and the
FACULTY, with a potluck dinner to

follow.

If you are able to contribute to the
potluck dinner, please contact Amy
Wilke at (815) 943-75809.
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