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How Language
Evolves: Slang

By Curt Grimes

Slang is found in all cultures and socie-
ties. It develops over time and is created
when a need to express something new
arrives. In order for slang to survive, it
must be widely adopted. When new slang
is accepted, the whole language is essen-
tially evolving: new words come into
play, words' meanings are being refined,
and old words are gradually dropped from
common use. The purpose of a dictionary
is to be a record of a language. As that
language changes, the dictionary should
also be refined. Recently, the Merriam-
Webster Dictionary added the words "gi-
normous,” a mix between the words gi-
gantic and enormous, and "crunk," which
describes a style of rap music with exces-
sive shouting. Which words could be
next? Here is some slang in the English
language that you may or may not have
heard before. Could some of these possi-
bly become real words some day?

muso: someone who is obsessed with
listening to and creating music. Most can
play more than one instrument, and do so
at any opportunity.

clapathy: when an audience grows
weary of clapping, either at a ceremony or
musical performance: "That graduation
ceremony was so long, | got clapathetic!";
"l was clapping at the beginning of the
song, but I quit when I got clapathy.”

textrovert: One who feels an in-
creased sense of bravery over texting, as
opposed to in person; one who will often
only say what they really feel over text
messages

Joe the Plumber: a fictional person
representing the whole of the people;
mostly the lower to middle class.

hurrication: evacuation from a major
hurricane turned into a short vacation:
"During Hurricane Katrina we took a hur-
rication in Jacksonville until it blew
through. "

mis-wave: to return a wave to some-
one you think is waving at you, but is
actually waving to the person behind you.
Usually results in embarrassment and in-
troversion.

“With Garlands Gay and Rosemary”

Boar’s Head Review
By Rene Castillero
Zion Lutheran held their An-

nual Boards Head Fe§ti |
this weekend and filled their >

pews for all three performances. W

In the medieval times, boars were N

seen as a menace to the forest and o\ 2
symbolized evil to man. To me- \ A :
dieval England, presenting the W ‘.
boar 0s head during n
symbolized Jesuso "triUmph c
sin. Since 1340, the Boaros

Festival spread throughout the entire world and even set roots in
the United States. Zion incorporated the Festival into their annual
Christmas celebrations, sharing the joy of Christmas throughout the
nearby communities such as Woodstock, Harvard, McHenry, and
Crystal Lake. Volunteers of all ages filled the cast, and some of our
own students at Faith Lutheran gave their time for the performance.

The performance was set in the medieval times, in the courts of
Good King Wencesl as, when te
ginning. From their pews, the audience was served cookies by court
maidens and further entertained by a grand performance by grace-
ful court dancers, comical jesters, a sweet wind quartet, and a beau-
tiful vocal quartet. After the initial court audience, the rest of the
music a | told the st or song.dfassical ans
medieval music selections rang throughout the sanctuary, while
choirs, soloists, instrumentalists, and dancers portrayed the beauty
of Christds humble birth.

Faith Lutheran Representation:

Daisha Boehning T Trench Bearer

Rene Castillero- Festival Orchestra
Ryan Castillero- Festival Orchestra

Mr. (David) Gottschalk- i Ho | | y
Choir, Wassaliler

Kerri Mathiesen- Festival Orchestra, Star Bearer
Kyra Petzcowski- Weight Head, Court Dancer
Sam Troia- Festival Angel Choir

Tyler Wilke- Wassailer

and | vyo (



When Christmas Meant
Something

By Paul Duda

I always hear |
senior  citizens
talk about what =
Christmas was
like for them.
My dad tells me
Christmas was
so much differ-
ent than today's
Christ-

mas. He said
that a lot more
kids believed

in Santa, even
kids wup into
their late teens.
Now only child- &
ren in  their j—
younger years . ’
believe %
in Santa. They

usually stop believing when they are either told by
another kid or their parents actually tell them to grow
up. Parents and older kids should not take that Christ-
mas spirit out of younger children. My dad also talks
about how he never got a gift the whole year, except on
his birthday and on Christmas. If he even asked for
something when he was shopping, he would be told no
or I will think about it. My dad only got one gift on
Christmas, and he was happy. It was usually underwear
or new socks, but he still loved it. | mean it was new
underwear, who wouldn't be happy with that.
All people care about these days is how much money
they can spend on gifts. Christmas is only about
how much money a person can spend in the malls. |
have heard kids complain about how they only got ten
presents this year. It is so sad, when some Kids
on Christmas do not even get a gift. My dad would not
see the Christmas tree until Christmas morning.
Then his dad would throw it out about a week later.
Now people are buying Christmas trees as early as
Thanksgiving. My dad told me that they would go to
the midnight church mass. Christ was always incorpo-
rated into Christmas back then. His family would put
out the nativity scene and celebrate Jesus birthday.
When | go to church, there are not many people in
there. Christ is barely incorporated into Christmas
these days. People are trying to pull Christ out of
Christmas. My mom bought a bumper sticker that
says, edpKChrist in Christmas. oChristmas was
about family and now it& about products. There is no
Christmas without family, friends, and love for one
another. | hope you still have love during your
Christmas. | always work at a homeless shelter around
this time and | share my love. So remember to spread
that love and give Christmas its true meaning. Because
if you subtract Christ from Christmas then we just have
mas and that is not fun. No one wants to celebrate mas.
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Computer Safety

The Biggest Threat: You
By Curt Grimes

Once upon a time, about ten years ago, the world of
computer security was radically different. Back then,
people were just beginning to really invite computers into
their homes. And while computer malware (software, like
viruses, whose purpose is to damage a system or steal data)
was nothing new (the first viruses were created in the
1970's), it spread with relative ease. This is because of two
reasons: the computer software was still imperfect, and its
users were "dumb.” The computer programs that we use
every day now were still in their infancy back then. They
were imperfect, and security wasn't important to program-
mers yet. The people using their computers were also
"dumb." They could unintentionally infect their own com-
puters, and wouldn't know any better until it's too late.

Fast forward to today. We have done an excellent job
at solving our first problem, which is imperfect software.
Security is a touted feature in today's computer software.
We have firewalls, malware removal, encryption, and
backup tools where there once were none. It is much
harder for malware to make its way onto a system without
the user knowing. The second problem is much harder to
solve, however, if not impossible: dealing with the "dumb"
people. When your computer is updated with the latest
fixes, it is nearly impossible for it to get infected by just
viewing a web page or reading an email, for example. In
order for malware to be installed on a computer, you, the
user, essentially have to give it permission.

The "bad people" try to trick you into giving the com-
puter permission to install malware. This could be through
something like a Flash Player update or free, cool screen
saver. You might get a message from a friend asking you
to download something in order to see some photos. There
are so many different ways that you can be tricked. Pro-
grams are beginning to help save you from these tricks,
however. Windows Vista warns you whenever system
settings are being changed or when a program is being in-
stalled and asks you to confirm that it's really you trying to
complete an action (and not malware). Mozilla Firefox
warns you before heading to a website that could potential-
ly harm your computer. The best piece of advice | can
give you is to make sure your computer is updated with the
latest programs and updates, have working malware pro-
tection, and don't recklessly install "updates” or "plugins."
If you're asked to install an update, go directly to whoever
makes that product and download the update from them
(Adobe Flash Player; Microsoft Windows).
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Geot me out of hare! Why was this site blocked?

Mozilla Firefox, a web browser, warns you before heading
to a website that could harm your computer
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Here We Come’
A Caroling!

By Rene Castillero

Christmas caroling has been one of the
most prominent traditions during the
Christmas season. The caroling scene
itself has become a trademark not only
for singing but also community unity.
Caroling has been a common activity for
centuries, and is still at large today. We
know what caroling is, but when did it
start? Where did we get all the songs and

The earliest carolers were not singings,
but dancers,
which is derived from the French word
caroler meaning dancing around in a cir-
cle.

As the time went on, lyrics were added
to the music brining the beginning to the
common day caroling. Apart from their
peasant popularity, Protestant Oliver
Cromwell actually banned all caroling in
England resulting that many songs were
lost. Repopularised during the Victorian
era, where joyous and merry tunes gained
popularity over the boring, somber
hymns. After introducing caroling to the
United States, songs about Santa Claus
and other pagan things infiltrated the reli-
giously based caroling, which now we
see as just common tradition.

Popular Christmas Carols:

Carol of the Bells- This original folk
carol is actually native to Ukraine, writ-
ten by Peter Wilhousky. The lyrics and
words celebrate the festivities such as
pealing of church bells at Christmas but
commonly sung for New Years.

henc

Since then the Trans Siberian Orchestra
has rearranged the song, giving a version
that combines traditional classical music
with our modern heavy metal styles.

Away in a Manger- Usually the first
carol taught to children, Away in a Man-
ger was originally published in 1885.
When published in a Lutheran Sunday
school book, the lyrics was believed to
have been written by Martin Luther him-
self, but actually the lyrics have an un-
known author. Lyrics were arranged into
a tune composed by William J. Kirkpa-
trick in 1895.

Good King Wenceslas- Lyrics were pub-
lished by John Mason Neale of Finland in
1853 although the song itself originated
300 years prior. This song is unusual be-
cause it gives no picture of the Nativity,
but actually tells of a King of Bohemia in
the 10™ century. The Good King actually
was a Catholic martyred shortly after his
br ot hssssir@t®on Boleslaw and his
supporters.

tunes that we are so accustomed to today?

Christmas carols were once based
solely on Christian lyrics, and related to
the Nativity scene.

Winter Pops

By Rene Castillero
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This past Sunday night, the Crystal Lake Community Band performed at
the local Holiday Inn. The Winter Pops concert gave the public a great
arrangement of classical, seasonal, and popular music. Apart from their
usual classical music, this concert also gave opportunity to perform songs
fit for the season. ChglldrReal Ibg
popuu ar Chri stmas tune arranged
the audience chuckled when they heard other songs thrown into the mix of
the Jingle Bell so iemecleo deynj oTyheed €
Stole Christma s ; 0 some people even qui
One of the semi-f or ei gn songs played wa
posed by Alfred Reed, the song was written as a form of expression to
help smooth relations with Russia in 1944.

At the closing of the concert the band director, Don Ehrensperger, ex-
pressed how grateful he was for his volunteer filled band. The band now is
composed of approximately ninety active members from over sixteen
communities, including players from professional and amateur fields. One
particular player was Mr. Gottschalk. Armed with his euphonium, Mr.
Gottschalk played throughout the performance and also counted off the
low-brass in their own little performance in the lobby during one of their
three intermissions. The Winter Pops Concert was one of the most beauti-
fully arranged concerts and was certainly worth the time to see.

High School in the 80s

By Taylor Wright

Have you ever had a really bad day at school and
wished you went to high school in some other time?
A few weeks ago Ms. Krohe told us about her high
school experience in the 90's; this week, Mrs. Ma-
theisen shares with us memories of her teenage
years.

A student of the 80's, Mrs. M graduated from Lake
Zurich High School in1982. Feathered hair,
was the biggest fad of the time, know as "bigger the
better." Just as we have popular sayings today like
"your mom" jokes, or "that's what she said," "gag
me with a spoon" meant something was considered
gross. Some things never change, just like today,
her favorite part of high school was spirit week. She
has always been full of school pride and a supporter
of sports teams. In the 80s, Mrs. M recalls that most
football games took place Saturday afternoon in-
stead of Friday night because football fields did not
have the lights that we do today. When not cheering
on their athletes, Mrs. M and her friends loved to
see movies. Although it no longer exists, a theater
in Wauconda used to cost only one dollar. The first
Raiders of the Lost Ark, Caddy Shack, and Rocky
are just a few of the popular movies she remembers
seeing numerous times with high school buddies.
Like Ms. Krohe said before, when asked the biggest
difference Mrs. M saw in today's high schools, she
responded without hesitation: respect. "Only losers
talked back to teachers™ was the general mindset in
the 80s. Coach's and teacher's authority was not
questioned much less disobeyed. After surviving
high school, Mrs. M's hard learned lesson for all
current high school students, is not to ever offer to
type someone else's paper; she learned that the hard
way senior year after offering to help out a fellow
classmate. "Perhaps typing on computers are a bit
faster now a days, but in the 1980s", Mrs. M recalls,
"typewriters took FOREVER!"
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Falthflﬂ FlSh By Kerri Mathiesen

What?
What do you
want? Stop

Santa’s Diet

By Paul Duda

Santa is known all around the world. Children from two to
twelve still believe in Santa. That means that over
2,345,677,001 believe in Santa. When | was young, | could not
wait for Santa to come to my house. My mom would give me a
piece of paper, pen, and an envelope. She told me to write San-
ta a letter and ask him for what | wanted. She would always ask
me if | was a good or bad boy this year. | was always a good
boy. My mom would take the letter and mail it. Around mid
December, my family would get a Christmas tree and put all of
our decorations up. My dad would pull out the nativity scene
and set it up, because Christ is Christmas. On Christmas Eve
night 1 used to put out milk and cookies for Santa. It was usual-
ly two chocolate chip cookies and one tall glass of white milk. |
would also put out carrots, so Santa's reindeer could have a
snack as well. | would go to sleep and the next morning there
would be gifts
every-
where. The
milk and coo-
kies | put out
were  gone.
The glass of
milk was half
empty and the
two  cookies
were  gone.
The car- :
rots had little nibble marks on them from the reindeer.

Santa is a big guy. He has a big belly that's full of jelly.
Not really full of jelly, but the man could prolly eat some food.
I estimated that Santa would be around 300 pounds or more, but
when | added everything up it did not make any sense. There
are over 3,455,265,009 kids on this planet. That is a lot of coo-
kies and milk. Other people leave cheese and crackers, and
some people even leave beer out for Santa. So that means that
this guy eats over 468,750,000 pounds of cookies and other
foods people leave out in one night. He also drinks
1,500,000,000 gallons of milk and beer every Christmas Eve
night. Santa must have health problems. His big weight
should of killed him a long time ago. Hisis at risk for heart
problems, knee and back pains, and a major sleeping disorder.
Santa needs to be put on a major diet. Santa is immortal and all,
but he must have the worst heartburn. Think about how big he
has gotten over the years. The pictures of him are lies, they
should just put Jabba the Hut in a Santa outfit. That would be
such a greater depiction of what Santa should look like. One
thing I have always wondered was how Santa got down the
chimney. He just probably parks outside and house and breaks
in. Santa needs some major help from us, so he can get his big
self down the chimney. So this year instead of leaving Santa
cookies and milk leave him some celery and V-8.

Red Kettle History

By Taylor Wright

The Christmas season is a time for all kinds of traditions and
festivities. Decorations, sweets, shopping...

Many of us have fond memories of each year growing up; ga-
thering for the lighting of the town tree, or admiring the deco-
rated store windows.

To many of us, symbols like decorated houses and store fronts,
caroling, and bell ringers outside of stores help to get us in the
Christmas spirit; after all, they have been a part of Christmas for
as long as we can remember. Salvation Army bell ringers and
their red kettles are seen in front of stores everywhere- you've
seen them thousands of times, but have you ever stopped to
wonder how the tradition started?

Captain Joseph McFee of San Fransisco in 1891 wanted to
help some of the city's poorest by providing Christmas dinner to
1000 of them. His only problem was finances; how would he
pay for the charitable act? In his earlier days, as a sailor in Li-
verpool, McFee was familiar with the Simpson's Pot: a ket-
tle that boat passengers tossed money into to help the poor.
On a fairy landing in San Fransisco, he placed a similar pot with
a sign reading "Keep the pot boiling." With the amount do-
nated, he was able to achieve his goal and feed 1000 nee-
dy people Christmas dinner. By 1897, his idea had spread all
over the U.S,, and that year alone, 150,000 Christmas dinners
were served to the poor.
Today, bell ringers and red

kettles are seen outside

of many reputable stores and

IN malls across the world.

- - e Money collected through the
BEGINNING...

, red kettles are used to help
the needy, the sick, the aged
and other less fortunate indi-

viduals, especially during
the  Thanksgiving  and
Christmas season. These

small, red kettles have come
to represent the generous
holiday spirit, and the money
collected by the many volun-

i = teers has helped countless
people throughout the years, and continues to remind people of
those less fortunate.
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