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Support For A Soldier 
 

By Paul Duda 

 

What does it mean to be a 

soldier?  Many words such 

as bravery, loyalty, and love 

for one's country, in my 

mind, define a soldier.  SSG 

(Staff Sergeant) Larson is a 

caring father of two wonder-

ful children, Dasha and 

Bradly, and a loving hus-

band to his wife, Jennifer.  

At home Mr. Larson is a fu-

neral director at Colonial 

Funeral Home in McHenry.  

Mr. Larson and his wife of 

two years used to work at 

Justin Funeral Home. SSG 

Larson has been to Iraq once 

already.  He is now sta-

tioned in North Carolina un-

til December, and then he 

will start his second tour in 

Afghanistan.  Dasha said, "I 

miss my daddy, and cannot 

wait for him to come 

home."  Mr. Larson is 

the true definition of what a 

soldier is and more. Dasha's 

family is grateful for all of 

your prayers and continued 

support for Mr. Larson.  

Pray also for all of the sol-

diers who have left their 

families here in the states, 

for their protection and safe 

return home. 

How Well Do You Really Know 
Your Teachers? 
By Taylor Wright 

  
We see them everyday, spend time, 

sometimes to much in their classrooms.  

In most schools, classes are larger and 

students rarely see a teacher other than 

their one class a day.  Here at FLHS we 

are blessed with the opportunity to see 

all our teachers throughout the day.  But 

how well do we really know them?  Be-

fore researching this article, I must ad-

mit I did not know most of what they 

told me about themselves.  See what 

you know about our teachers, and their 

background.  Match the random facts 

below with a teacher in the word bank. 

    Complete your matching on a piece 

of paper and drop it in the Tay's World 

box in Ms. Krohe's room by Thursday, 

November 6.  Correctly answered 

guesses will be placed in a drawing for 

a gift card, and the winner will be an-

nounced Friday, November 7.  Make 

sure to include your name if you wish 

for a chance at the prize. 

  

  

Ms. Krohe Mrs.  

Larson 

 

Mr. 

Schulze 

 

Mr. 

Schoenleb  

 

Mrs. Ma-

thiesen 

 

Mr. Gott-

schalk 

Mr. Ernst  Mrs. 

Streelman 

 

  
1. I still have four of my baby molars, 

coached high school badminton, and I once 

kissed someone I didn't know in study hall 

to win a $10 bet. 

  

2. I am a right handed golfer, but I bat with 

my left hand.  I like to eat octopus and squ-

id.  On Christmas Eve when I was in third 

grade, I broke my arm and had to spend the 

night in the hospital. 

  

3.  Alaska was where I learned to ski, I hate 

dogs, and worked for campus security in 

college. 

  

4. I was named Most Valuable Track Ath-

lete all four years of college.  I am the baby 

of the family, and I missed my high school 

graduation due to an appendectomy. 

  

5. As a small child, I was caught snacking 

on communion wafers and wine.  In my 

basement growing up, was a two-scale 

model train set the size of a small bus.  I 

once caught a crawdad in a river, cooked it  

    a tuna can and ate it. 

  

6. In high school, I played half-court bas-

ketball and had a summer job walking bean 

fields pulling weeds. 

  

7. As a senior in high school, I got a con-

cussion.  I have been to a nude beach, and 

have met Al Pacino. 

  

8.  My first job was working in a convent.  

I still have all four of my wisdom teeth, 

and have fought a bull. 
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Christianity and Halloween 
A Christian Perspective on Halloween 

By Rene Castillero 

Being Careful During 
Flu Season 

By Curt Grimes 

Influenza, or more commonly, the flu, 

is a respiratory virus that causes mod-

erate to severe illness.  It also leads to 

death in young children, older adults, 

and those with preexisting medical 

problems.  Between 5% and 20% of the 

US population gets the virus every flu 

season, which starts sometime in No-

vember or December and in some in-

stances has lasted until May.  Here are 

some symptoms of the flu: 

 Fever (usually high)  

 Headache  

 Extreme tiredness  

 Dry cough  

 Sore throat  

 Runny or stuffy nose  

 Muscle aches  

 Chills 

 Stomach symptoms, such as nau-
sea, vomiting, and diarrhea, al-

so can occur but are more 

common in children than adults 

 
SOURCE: 

http://www.cdc.gov/flu/symptoms.htm 
 

If you think you might have the flu, you 

need to contact your doctor right away.  

Unless your 

doctor tells 

you other-

wise, or be-

fore you 

have the 

chance to 

visit them, 

you should 

stay home, drink plenty of fluids, get 

plenty of rest, and wash your hands 

constantly before and after touching 

surfaces.  The entire family should be 

washing their hands to prevent the virus 

from spreading.  The flu lives best on 

surfaces, like hand railings, doorknobs, 

handles, remotes, or phones.  It does not 

live in the air. 
SOURCE: 

http://www.cdc.gov/flu/takingcare.htm 
 

The single best way to prevent getting 

the flu is to get a vaccination.  For more 

information about the flu virus and to 

find out how to get flu vaccinations, go 

to the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention website at 

http://www.cdc.gov/flu. 

As a child, I always looked forward 

to October for only one reason: Hal-

loween. It was always difficult for 

me to decide on the perfect costume 

to wear that year. Wal-Mart never 

had the specific costume that I was 

looking for, but I settled for the 

closest one. There was always 

enough candy to go around in the 

neighborhoods, so I collected a fair 

amount. This was all fun back then, 

but now that I am a little older and 

perhaps more mature, my question 

is: is it approved by God to cele-

brate Halloween? Is it really all fun 

and games in God’s eyes? We know 

that God disapproves of witchcraft, 

human sacrifices, and communicat-

ing to the spirits, but what about 

simply dressing up?  

Halloween originally was a pagan 

holiday, celebrated on October 31 

during the Sahain festival. Pagans 

would create bonfires to dance 

around welcoming the new year and 

the end of a harvest; they would 

make sacrifices and believed that 

the gates between two worlds would 

open allowing free movement from 

the land of the dead and Earth. Dur-

ing the 18th century Pope Gregory 

III moved All Saints Day to No-

vember 1 making October 31 All 

Hallows Eve.  

 

Modern day Halloween is not cele-

brated by massive bonfires with sa-

crifices, but to simply dress up in 

various costumes and walk to the 

neighborhood homes to get candy, 

or as we call it, trick or treat. What 

wrong with dressing up and getting 

candy for it? Perhaps, we can find it 

unpleasing to God because a great 

majority of costumes are of people 

or creatures that are created to be 

demonic, evil, monstrous, fearsome, 

and so on. Knowing that, we can 

then answer the question: “what 

would God say to dressing up as 

demons?” Obviously, God would 

despise it; he would be very dis-

pleased with us.  

 

 

Ephesians 5:7-12 "Don’t partici-

pate in the things these people 

do. For though your hearts were 

once full of darkness, now you 

are full of light from the Lord, 

and your behavior should show 

it!” God says in scripture that he 

does not want us to take part in 

the acts of worthless deeds of 

evil, knowing that dressing up to 

appear like a demon or the like is 

against God’s will: we know we 

shouldn’t participate. 

 

As the author of this article, I 

found it very difficult to find a 

straight answer. My sources gave 

their answer as a "yes and no" 

situation. Many of the articles 

agree that the Christian is not to 

be part of occults or take part in 

the activities of occults. Al-

though, one of my resources goes 

to say "Even though Halloween 

has pagan origins, because of 

your freedom in Christ, you 

and/or you kids can dress up in 

costumes and go door-to-door 

and just have fun!"  

(http://www.carm.org/questions/

halloween.htm).  

 

Personally, I find this statement 

to be false. I believe that Christ's 

sacrifice does not make it 

right for us to participate in the 

sin filled world's activities, but 

was meant to forgive us for deeds 

done with them.  
 

http://www.cdc.gov/flu/takingcare.htm
http://www.carm.org/questions/halloween.htm
http://www.carm.org/questions/halloween.htm
http://www.carm.org/questions/halloween.htm
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Procrastination: The Art of Putting Things Off 

    By Curt Grimes 

 

It’s Tuesday night, and I feel sick.  My 

two submissions for The Beacon are due 

tomorrow.  I really haven’t gotten started 

on either one.  I’ve known for at least a 

week that these articles will be due to-

morrow, and all last week I kept telling 

myself, “Curt, you can just do them 

Tuesday night.”  And there was plenty of 

time to push things off, until now.  My 

excuses for not doing these articles earli-

er were that I had so much homework at 

the end of the quarter last week (which I 

did), that I was tired after school and after 

work during the weekdays (which I was), 

and now my excuse is that I really feel 

sick.  I had a 100.2° fever and a slight 

headache all day.  It’s funny how easy it 

is to find an excuse not to do my home-

work. 

 

Looking back, I see time I spent doing 

things other than working on my articles.  

The most memorable of these times is 

when I played the video game Spore for 

at least three hours on Saturday.  (And 

the game isn’t even that good!)  Why did 

I spend all that time playing a subpar 

game instead of doing my articles?  I was 

finding new things to do instead of com-

pleting the tasks that certainly have a 

higher priority.  It’s not that writing an 

article for The Beacon is especially diffi-

cult, either.  I just didn’t want to do it.  

The American comedian Robert Ben-

chley once said, "Anyone can do any 

amount of work providing it isn't the 

work he is supposed to be doing at that 

moment."  Isn’t that true? 

 

Procrastination, or the art of putting 

things off until later, is a dangerous 

habit to develop.  A blog called Culti-

vate Greatness focuses on ways to de-

velop better lifestyles.  A guest writer 

for the blog, Carol Halsey, gives four 

reasons for why we tend to put things 

off in her article, "Four Reasons Why 

We Procrastinate."  I explain her points 

and apply them to school life. 

 

1.  Poor study habits:  Learn to priorit-

ize your tasks.  What needs the most 

attention right now, your fun semester 

paper that is due in months or your U.S. 

History homework that is due tomor-

row?  The History homework probably 

needs more attention.  You may often 

be "trying to keep up with yesterday," 

working in study hall to finish home-

work that is due the same day.  In that 

case, you seriously need to rethink what 

you're giving more attention.  Halsey 

says that if you say that you work best 

under pressure, you're just a poor orga-

nizer.  It may seem easy for you to start 

a task at the last minute, but in reality, 

it's only at that point in your mind that 

the task is actually important. 

 

2. Feeling overwhelmed:  It can be real-

ly difficult to start something if we have 

no clue where to start.  Instead, it seems 

easier just to not start at all.  If you find 

your mind in this trap, you need to start 

anywhere on the task.  It may be writ-

ing a conclusion for your English paper 

before writing the introduction or skip-

ping around and doing all the easy 

Geometry problems before moving onto 

the harder ones.  If you start some-

where, you'll be making much more 

progress than if you don't start at all! 

 

3. Trying to be perfect:  What you may 

see as far from perfect may be more 

than enough for someone else.  Don't 

use the excuse "it's not finished yet" to 

put off completing something.  Halsey 

says to just "Do the best you can in the 

time allowed" and consider how impor-

tant the task really is.   

 

 If a teacher assigns a quick activity that 

doesn't call for too much effort or perfec-

tionism, don't blow the assignment out of 

proportion.  You don't want to assume 

that you won't have enough time for it to 

be finished perfectly and not even bother 

to get started on it.  The amount of time 

the teacher gives until a deadline is di-

rectly related to how much they expect 

of you.  If you are given two weeks to 

write a paper, the grade for the paper 

will probably influence your class grade 

more than an assignment done in class.  

Whatever the case, you should still put 

100% of your effort into your work. 

 

4. Rather do something else:  One time 

when I had an English paper due the next 

day that I hadn't gotten started on, I de-

cided to waste time looking at tons of 

videos on YouTube.  Writing that paper 

is a task that I disliked, so I just did other 

things, "wishing it would go away," ac-

cording to Halsey.  But of course, it 

didn't, and I found myself staying up all 

night writing a paper that I could have 

done a much better job on if I didn't wait 

until the last day to do it.  Halsey sug-

gests setting a short amount of time aside 

every day to work on a task.  By working 

on it for 15 minutes every day, for ex-

ample, my paper would have been easily 

finished in time and probably higher in 

quality than the rushed paper.   

 

So what finally pushed me to write an 

article?  I have a lot of homework piling 

up from being out of school.  That made 

this task more important in my mind, 

because when I'm done with this, I'll 

have plenty more to still do.  I procrasti-

nated in finishing this because I wrote 

this under pressure and I'm nearly "try-

ing to keep up with yesterday."  It's not 

an easy habit to break, but if you stop 

procrastinating, your work load will 

seem lighter and your grades will defi-

nitely go up! 

 

Faithful Fish  By Kerri Mathiesen 
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Spirit Week 
Overview 
By Rene Castillero 

We all took participation in this 

year’s Spirit Week, we saw every-

thing from boys in dresses, too stu-

dents showing their class pride. 

Lunch games proved to be a hot 

competitive but yet hysterical at the 

same time. On Monday, we all came 

in our pajamas still half awake, at 

lunch we huddled around to watch 

our class mates let fate decide wheth-

er they smash a hard-boiled egg to 

their forehead or raw one. Some of 

the participants got yolk all over their  

heads as others didn’t know exactly 

if theirs was hard-boiled, or raw.  

Nothing matched on Tuesday when 

we all came in the craziest outfits 

we possessed! Martha Stewart 

would have gone insane if she came 

to visit us. No matter the colors you 

wore that day, white will match all 

of it. Four students from each class 

all found themselves trying to drink 

an entire gallon of milk together! It 

would almost have been a clean ac-

tivity, if it wasn’t for one select se-

nior.  No it wasn’t Prom, but on 

Wednesday we all could have been 

going because in our best clothes, 

we posed for Mrs. Mathiesen’s 

camera when we entered her class-
room. 

 

Ryan Ozmolski took the lunch 

game’s challenge with ease, he fit 12 

marshmallows in his mouth while 

still being able to repeat “Chubby 

Bunny.” It was “Freaky Wednesday” 

when boys showed looking like girls 

and girls like guys. It was certainly 

freaky to see people in clothing of the 

opposite gender. It was scarier to 

watch classes scarf down a pizza, 

especially watching Joe McEstes and 

Justin Kodie attempt to eat pizza slic-

es layered on each other. Friday’s 

games probably will not be forgotten, 

especially when the freshmen, ju-

niors, and seniors all allied to ensure 

that the sophomore class lost Eagle’s 
Nest. 

 

Make a Difference 
In Our Community  

This Fall 

 

With summer officially 

over and the weather 

rapidly changing, we all 

are once again forced to 

the realization that win-

ter is coming.  Those 

nice warm, carefree, 

sunny days of summer 

are now becoming color-

ful, cool, and leaf-filled.  

Along with the beautiful 

scenery comes plenty of 

work.  Before winter, 

leaves must be raked, 

gardens tilled, gutters 

cleaned, and much 

more.  For my family at 

least, these fall chores 

have always been done 

as family time together, 

like the saying states, 

"many hands make light 

work."  These simple 

chores might seem like 

nothing to us able-

bodied youth, but for 

many, especially the el-

derly in our community, 

these task are much 

more difficult.  Novem-

ber 22 is National Fami-

ly  Volunteer Day; 

encourage your whole fami-

ly to do something to serve 

others together  

Many times people think of 

serving as something that is 

done for a week out of the 

summer on a mission trip to 

some obviously needy place, 

like helping to build a house 

for a family with practically 

nothing. You being a bless-

ing to others does not need 

to stop as soon as you return 

home.  There are many 

needs for volunteer’s right 

here in our community.  1 

Timothy 5:16 says, "If any 

woman who is a believer 

has widows in her family, 

she should help them and 

not let the church be bur-

dened with them, so that the 

church can help those wi-

dows who are really in 

need."  The widows in the 

verse above this case can be 

to us, those in our communi-

ty less fortunate.  This fall, I 

challenge you to make a dif-

ference by volunteering in at 

least one program to help 

others.  Volunteering is not 

only a wonderful way to 

help spread the many bless-

ings God has given you, but 

also a great way to make 

new friends who share your 

desire to make a difference.  

Even if you aren't particular-

ly interested in the "joy of 

helping others," remember 

that each class is required a 

certain number of service 

hours every year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Here are some great ways 

to get them: 

Loaves and Fishes: 

Churches all around the 

Crystal Lake area have 

teamed up with the North-

ern Illinois Food Bank.  

2,000 pounds of food is 

distributed one Saturday a 

month to needy folks from 

McHenry County.  Volun-

teers are needed to help 

distribute, greet, play with 

children, and much more.  

The next distribution date 

is November 15.  Email 

Shelly Davidson at  

sdavidson@imcl.us of Im-

manuel Lutheran in Crystal 

Lake to sign up, or ask 

Taylor for more details. 

 

NISRA: This program is to 

help people with disabili-

ties get the most out of life 

in a variety of different 

ways.  Each year, this pro-

gram needs at least 125 

volunteers for many differ-

ent events and activities. 

Visit 

http://www.nisra.org/pages

/jobs.html for more infor-

mation.  

 

 

 

Tri-County Pregnancy and 

Parenting Services: Their 

mission is to provide alter-

natives to abortion through 

Christian peer counseling, 

education and support ser-

vices to persons experienc-

ing or vulnerable to the 

trauma of a crisis pregnan-

cy. This is done by giving 

clients an opportunity to 

respond to the Gospel of 

John. See more information 

and ways to help at 

www.informedchoices.org.  

  

Many other opportunities 

are available at 

http://www.volunteermchen

rycounty.org/, a website 

dedicated to volunteer needs 

in McHenry County. 

 
 

Want to write me? 
Send your questions to worldof-

tay@gmail.com or drop me a ques-
tion in the  box  located in Ms.  

Krohe’s  room. 

http://www.nisra.org/pages/jobs.html
http://www.nisra.org/pages/jobs.html
http://www.volunteermchenrycounty.org/
http://www.volunteermchenrycounty.org/

