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Feathered
Wisdom

By Rene Castillero

About ten years ago a boy ap-
proached an owl, perched peaceful-
ly on a branch overlooking an area,
in the forest. The boy had embarked
on a quest to find the answer to one
of the wonders of the world. This
young man had no idea who might
have the knowledge to answer such
a deep question, but had heard ru-
mors about an owl in the forest who
could talk. Cautious not to frighten
the owl, the boy approached it and
opened his mouth to ask the ques-
tion anticipati
words of wisdom. His question
was,  Xtuke me sir, but how many
licks does it take to get to the center
of a Tootsie RollPO p ? ”

So, is it one, two, or three? Or
maybe it's five licks. How many
licks does it take to get to the center
of a Tootsie Roll Pop? The Journal-
ism team here at Faith had taken
interest in discovering for them-
selves just how many licks it takes
to get to that chewy center, and so
the experiment began. Originally,
the plan was to
Pops as the sucker of choice simply
because Ms. Krohe had a stash of
them in her class room. After fol-
lowing through with sucking on the
suckers, Curt Grimes stated the
folly of using Blow Pops for a
Tootsie Roll Pop experiment. The
result was actually going out of the
way to purchase the signature pop.

The most important constant in
the experiment was our definition
of a “lick.”
“1lick,?™ a mor -
proach was taken, placing the enti-
rety of the sucker within the mouth,
sucking, and then pulling it out
rubbing on the lips. This makes it
difficult to compare the results to
online polls being that most of them
used the traditional lick instead of
the “suck. ” Tidd:eR)
(whom was blamed for cheating)
only needed 144 sucks, Taylor 198,
Paul 214, and finally Curt with 184.
So really, there is no definite count
to the licks it takes; it all depends
on the suck.

I n g

Advantages to School Uniforms

While it's easy to complain about, a uniform code has its benefits

By Curt Grimes

Students often complain
about school uniforms. They
look ugly, don't fit right, and
cost money. Most of all, the
freedom for students to ex-
press themselves is limited.
But there are some benefits to
having a uniform code, not
just for the school, but for
students too.

Bart Simpson walked into
Springfield Elementary one
day, but instead of his usual
orange t-shirt, he was wearing
a shirt with the message
"Down with Homework!" Bart
promptly got in trouble. The
shirt ended up costing the
school a perfect evaluation
score, and because of that,
Principal Skinner announces
that everyone must now wear
a school uniform. The gray,
lackluster uniforms imme-
diately put the students in
check. There was no more
fun, laughter, or individuality:
they play emotionless games
of tag, bounce their balls in
unison, and Bart even lost the
urge to slingshot a rock at his
teacher's butt.

A school uniform has its
benefits. Wearing a uniform
five days a week at school can
help prepare students for when
they have a job that they need
to dress up for. "In the real
world they don't want you to
come into work with holes in

your jeans and a cut-off
flannel shirt,” says senior
Justin Kodie.

Students also don't have to
worry about what they're
going to wear to school the
next day. "I don't have to
spend five hours to pick some-
thing out in the morning," says
senior Sarah Isackson. It is
also less expensive for parents
in the long run. "As a parent, |

Bart Simpson gets in trouble for wearing-shirt that sgs
"Down with Homework!"

love the uniforms,” says Mrs.
Mathiesen, who is the mother
of two Faith students. "It saves
a ton of money. | really haven't
bought clothes in a while."

Back in the Simpsons world,
the kids at Springfield Elemen-
tary went outside to play. Out
on the playground, it began to
rain. Mysteriously, the rainwa-
ter washes out the gray on their
uniforms to reveal a flam-
boyant rainbow of colors. The
kids suddenly become lively
and mischievous once again.

Uniforms aren't a complete
fun wrecker, like they are in the
exaggerated Simpsons story.
They only limit students’ cloth-
ing choice. They can help keep
students and teachers focused
on their work.

Mrs. Mathiesen feels she
has a different mindset when
she dresses casually at school.
"l think I'm more relaxed and
less professional,” she says. "If
there's a difference in my beha-
vior, there's got to be a differ-
ence in others." Brittaney
Bond, a junior, explains how
uniforms can keep students less
focused on each other and more
on schoolwork. "You have noth-

ing to gossip about because you
all have the same clothing.
You don't have any stereotyp-
ing, like thinking that someone
who doesn't wear Hollister or
Abercrombie is poor."

Having uniforms can also
keep students with a poor taste
in clothing from making bad
choices.

"You don't see people's un-
derwear all the time," believes
sophomore Sam Troia.

But until we're a perfect
world, there will always be
uniforms we have to wear.
Sophomore Makayla Clauss
thinks that getting familiar with
a school uniform takes some
time. “[Uniforms] have an
effect on freshmen because
they're not used to it yet. Now
that's I'm used to it, it doesn't
really bother me."




2008-2009 Sports

Some 0Old, Some Brand New
By Paul Duda

The beginning of this school year has
seemed to fly by. Fall is here, and with it Faith
has brought some new sports to the table.
Gi r Vollegall started August 24, their first
game was September 4. The girls tried their
hardest but it was an unfortunate loss. Your
Faith Saint volleyball team includes: Rachel
White, Sarah Isackson, Kyra Peczkowski, Da-
sha Boehning, Mandy Budeck, Makayla Clauss,
Taylor Streelman, and Mary Rose Raithel.
Another new sport added this year was

cross country. The team is striving to beat their

old times every week. They are literally
running against themselves. Most meets are
about 3.2 miles long and our runners run it
without breaking a sweat. Our cross country
team this year is: Aaron Boyer, Ryan Castil-
lero, Dru Mallegni, Roman Tatarinowicz,
Tyler Wilke, and Tameka Karsten. The
Boys Basketball team is beginning on No-
vember 10, so if you still want to join, talk
to Mr. Ernst for more information. If you are
not passing one of your classes you will not
be eligible to play, so keep those grades up.

Girls Volleyball and
Cross Country Schedule for October

Tuesday, September 30 at 4:30 PM
Home Girls Volleyball (Cornerstone)

Wednesday, October 1

4:15 PM

Away Boys Cross Country
(Oregon High School)

5:00 PM
Away  Girls Cross Country
(Oregon High School)

Thursday, October 2 at 4:30 PM
Away  Girls Volleyball (Mooseheart)

Monday, October 6 at 6:00 PM

Away  Girls Volleyball (Alden-Hebron)

Tuesday, October 7 at 4:30 PM
Home  Girls Volleyball (Harvest Christian)

Thursday, October 9 at 4:30 PM
Home  Girls Volleyball (Christ Lutheran)

Thursday, October 16 at 4:00 PM
Home  Girls Volleyball (Fox Valley
Lutheran Academy)

Tuesday, October 21 at 5:00 PM
Away  Girls Volleyball (Cornerstone)

Thursday, October 23 at 4:30 PM
Away  Girls Volleyball (Harvest Christian)

Saturday, October 25
Away Regional Cross Country (TBD)

Secretary of State Jesse White Reaffirms his
Opposition to Raising the Driving Age in Illinois

Secretary of State Jesse White reaf-
firmed September 9, 2008 his opposition to
raising the driving age in Illinois. Earlier on
September 9th the Insurance Institute for
Highway Safety announced it supports rais-
ing the driving age nationwide to 17 or 18.

White emphasized the answer to reducing
teen fatal crashes lies not with raising the
driving age, but rather on working to better
prepare young, novice drivers, regardless of
their age, and increasing parental involve-
ment.

"This is why my office initiated a new
teen driver safety law, effective January 1,
2008, that gives lllinois one of the strongest
graduated driver licensing (GDL) programs
in the nation," said White. "The new law

better prepares teen drivers by tripling the
length of the permit phase, increasing paren-
tal involvement, limiting in-car distractions,
and strengthening penalties."

The early results of the new law are en-
couraging. In the first seven months since
the law took effect, teen crash fatalities
have declined by 47 percent. This has re-
sulted in 44 fewer teen deaths on Illinois
roads in 2008 when compared to the first
seven months in 2007.

"This law is working as intended," said
White. "Teen lives are being saved."”

To further bolster in impact of the new
law, White's office has developed a GDL
Parent-Teen Driving Guidebook to help
parents observe and instruct their teen driv-
ers during the nine-month permit phase.
The 32-page guidebook offers parents a
blueprint to follow when accompanying
their teens as they log the required 50 hours
of practice driving. The guidebooks, which
also contain a voluntary parent-teen con-
tract, are being provided to those parents
that have teens enrolled in driver education

class. For more information on the guide-
book, please visit www.cyberdriveillinois.com.

In addition, White's office initiated another
key law effective this year that allows parents
of teens under age 18 to view their teen's
driving record free online at
www.cyberdriveillinois.com.

"By giving parents access to these driving
records, we are helping them stay even more
involved in their teenager's driving patterns as
they proceed through the GDL program,"
said White. "Parental involvement is a key
component to any successful GDL program.”

White stressed that while he is pleased
with the results of the new law, his work is
not done.

"My mission is to make Illinois roads as
safe as possible," said White. "If we find we
can improve upon the new law, we will do

: W
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Rising Above

Be Set Apart in Today’s World

By Taylor Wright

In the car the other day, | was singing,
surprising | know, to the radio. The song hap-
pened to be "All Summer Long" by Kid
Rock. Like many I'm sure, | liked it for the
tune, and because of that tried to ignore the
words. After the song, the lyrics really hit
me. Because of the popular songs, media,
and people's general attitude being "Have fun
while you can, you're only young once," no
one really seems to have a problem with the
way our culture is embracing things the Bible
clearly is against.

The song's chorus goes:
And we were fiing different things

Weird and
Wacky News

Here are some wacky, weird,
and just downright stupid
news stories from around the

country
By Paul Duda

A man in West Virginia was just standing
and farts. The man starts to fan the gas to get
rid of the smell but unfortunately fans his gas
towards a policeman and gets charged for
battery. | mean come on, the guy just farted.
This cop must have needed to give someone a
ticket, or the cop has serious reactions to
people's gas. Everyone lets a little gas off
once in a while. Does this cop not fart, or did
he have people farting on him or next to him
all his life? Whenever someone does it does
he give them an outstanding ticket? You ex-
plain it to me. (San Francisco Chronicle)

A burglar in Montana broke into a family's
house one night when no one was home. So
he decided to get something to eat. He ate a
little cheese and drank some milk. He made a
mess out of the bathroom. Then the guy fell
asleep on the little boy's bed in the next room
and police caught him when he woke up.
Okay, you're
there to rob
someone. |
can see if you
want to have a

little  snack,
but falling
asleep in

someone's house when you're robbing them?
He should have taken a nap before he robbed
them. This guy is just stupid. (San Francisco
Chronicle)

Two burglars were walking down the
street and saw an ice cream truck parked on
the street. They decided to steal the hood of
the ice cream truck. First off, if | was a bur-
glar about to steal something from an ice
cream truck | would steal way more than just
the ice cream truck's hood. | mean you see an

We were smang funny things

Making love out by the lake to owa-f
vorite song

Sipping whiskey out the bottle, n
thinking 'bout tomorrow

Singing Sweet home Alabama
summer long

Singing Sweet home Alabama
summer long

The chorus of this song basically sums
up what our, and many other cultures have
come to accept as normal. Being a Chris-
tian teenager in the midst of all this ac-
cepted ungodliness can be tough. Paul tells
us in 1 Corinthians 6:9-10, “Stop deceiving
yourselves! People who continue to commit
sexual sins, who worship false gods, those
who commit adultery, homosexuals, or
thieves, those who are greedy or drunk, who

ice cream truck and don't take any ice
cream? | mean what's wrong with these
guys? Why not break into the truck and
take all the ice cream money or take the
truck and sell ice cream for a day? These
guys need to grow a brain. (San Francisco
Chronicle)

A man robbed a convenient store and
got caught because he had his name tat-
tooed on his forehead and was identified
by the camera in the store. First off how
stupid can you be to tattoo your name on
your forehead? | t thestwenty-first cen-
tury and all places of business have some
sort of security camera put up somewhere.
Why didn't the guy wear a mask or some-
thing like that? This guy deserves to go to
jail for just being a dummy, GOSH. (San
Francisco Chronicle)

One guy broke a little g i rpiggy sank
and took twenty dollars. He was caught by
the police and was sentenced to six years
in prison for stealing twenty dollars from a
little girl. How hard up for money was this
guy. How long did he think twenty dollars
was going to last him? He could have
gotten a job at Mickey D's and made that
in like 4 hrs. This guy is a complete loser.
(San Francisco Chronicle)

A guy in Texas got away with using a
200 dollar bill with George W. Bush on it
at a local gas station. Cops still have not
found the man. Is the cashier stupid or did
he just never go to school as a kid. How
do you let a 200 dollar bill with George
W. Bush pass by you? They should put the
cashier in jail. What has this world come
too? (San Francisco Chronicle)

For the final wacky news story. A man
in Washington thought his hand was pos-
sessed by some demon or even the devil.
The hand was going so crazy that he
chopped it off and cooked it in the micro-
wave for 17 min. | do not even know what
to really say, but here it goes. Maybe he
could have worked something out with the
hand. | wonder if the hand would just like
flip off random people. Like he was walk-
ing past a gang or something and his hand
flips them off? But | wonder what the cop
did when he opened up the microwave.
This guy should be put in a hospital forev-
er. (San Francisco Chronicle)

use abusive language, or rob people will not
inherit the kingdom of God.” As teenagers,
knowing the truth and choosing it are two
very different things, like the song says we
tend to focus on the near future instead of
what's best in the long run especially when

. going with the flow is the easy way out. At

times, it seems like it's so much easier to give
into the pressures of this world and your
peers. Take courage, you are not the only
one who has felt this way, many have stepped
outside the mold of what is expected of to-
day's youth, and chose to rise above our
earthly influences with the heavenly prize in
mind.

Student
Council News

By Rene Castillero

If fun is on your agenda while attending
Faith Lutheran High School, then you will
want to pay close attention to what activi-
ties Student Council might be planning!
Meeting over the summer, the council has
been brainstorming to come up with crea-
tive new ideas for activities during the
school year. Although the council is full of
bright people, they are still a little shy with
ideas and basic understanding of what ex-
actly the student body is looking for in ac-
tivities. To find out what it is you want, a
survey will be handed out to you and your
classmates. When available, take the oppor-
tunity and complete the survey with all ho-
nesty. Every vote survey counts and will be
looked at in detail.

Things to place in your calendar would
be Spirit Week, which will take place the
week of October 20 through the 24. Spirit
Week is Faith's parallel to the public
s ¢ h o ol écaminghoalyn without the
football game and dance afterward. The
week is planned out already and is crammed
with fun games during lunch and daily
themes to dress in. From milk to cowboys,
the week will show spirit and fun for all
grades!

Your Student Council Representatives:

President Vice President
Rene Castillero Kerri Mathiesen
Secretary Treasurer

Ayla Peczkowski Emily Barrett
Junior Representatives

Tyler Clauss Ryan White
Sophomore Representatives

Ryan Castillero Tyler Wilke
Freshman Representatives

Aaron Boyer Kyra Peczkowski
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2007-2008 Year in Review Il

By Curt Grimes

Last issue, we looked back
at some of the craziness that
happened last year. Faith had
its wettest Walcamp ever and
competition was intense dur-
ing the fall and spring Intra-
murals. Here are even more
things that happened last year.

Consumer Ed: Face it,
this second semester class
was sort of fun, despite the
boring, confusing, and espe-
cially useless subject. Who
will ever have to know what a
Roth IRA is, what the point of
umbrella insurance is, or how
to write a check properly?
Nobody! That's why the class
spent more time learning
about the things that truly
matter in life. Who could
forget Mr. Schoenleb's Kkid
eating dry erase markers, a
certain senior always speak-
ing out of line (and then being
told to RAISE HIS HAND),
identity theft presentations,
trying to look up car insur-
ance rates on slow computers
with no mice, DAVE RAM-
SEY, throwing paper air-
planes, or discovering that
Moses rides a lawnmower?
Nobody!

The Seussification of B-
meo and Julig¢: Last year's
Spring Drama was truly bi-
zarre, in a whimsical, poetic
way. In the end, more than

Terria Schepler, Matthew Boyer

The Cast ofrhe Seussification of Romeo and Juliet in all their glory

Top, left to right: Merielle Mowery, Tyler Wilke, Tim McEstes, Tyler Clauss, Taylor Wright,
Paul Duda, Ryan White, Curt Grimes, Ryan Castillero, Ayla Peczkowski, Rene Castillero.
Bottom, left to right: Kerri Mathiesen, Rachel White, Makayla Clauss, Sarah Isackson,

teaching others about Bible
truths.  During  Lutheran
Schools Week, each day had
a different dress theme.
There was ghetto day, gender
switch day (where students
would dress as the opposite
sex), and stoplight day (where
students would wear ei-
ther red, yellow, or green if
you were in a relationship,
single but interested in some-
one, or not in a relationship,
respectively). The school also
went to watch Expelled: N
Intelligence Alowed in the
spring.

We'll have many more things
to reminisce about by the time
this year is over!

more generous people from out-
side our school) worked hard for
months to pull off this comical ren-
dition of Shakespeare's Romeo and
Juliet, as if Dr. Seuss himself had
written it.

Saying goodbye to the Clas of
2008: In May, the first-ever FLHS
students graduated at St. John's
Lutheran Church in Union. The
reason for having the graduation
there was because the first year and
a half of FLHS took place at St.
John's before moving into the Haw-
thorne building. One of the most
memorable events in the week
leading up to graduation was the
seniors' last chapel. Led by Mr.
Schulze, the school remembered
many of the best memories from the

Even more: There are so many
more memorable things that hap-
pened last  year. Three new
teachers joined the Faith staff: Mr.
Gottschalk, Mr. Grenz, and Miss
Szatkowski. Mr. Grenz, our The-
ology, Psychology, and Sociology
teacher, left last year to at-
tend Concordia  Seminary in St.
Louis, MO. Miss Szatkowski, our
Spanish teacher, left to complete her
education as a teacher. The boys
basketball team won their first two
games. The Band and Choir had
their winter and spring concerts. In
June, Mission Fellowship joined
with other high school students
across the area to travel to Chicago
for a service project. They worked
on playgrounds, benches, land-

Mrs. Mathiesen (left) and
Mr. Gottschalk (rght) in

half of our school (and even last four years.

Tay’'s World

Cancerin a Can
By Taylor Wright

For the second issue of Tay's World, | decided
to give you guys time while your questions —
brewed. In the meantime, I've been pondering my own. Like many,
I've been shown, through the basic middle school science project of
submerging nails in Coca Cola, the bad effects pop has on ones
health and teeth. The new Coke Zero's slogans are "Great taste, zero
sugar,” as well as "Why can't all things in life come without down-
sides?” After researching these new products, | came to the conclu-
sion that to appeal to men, many soft drink makers have
dropped the word "diet" from the name of their products or introduced
newly named products. In Coke's case, there's Coke Zero. Since the

Falth fUl F 1 S h By Kerri Mathiesen

scaping, painting in the area, and

their opposite sex likeness

male staff of FLHS obviously endorse the product and are probably
the reason this product is in such high demand, the marketing de-
partment must know what they're doing. Due to the fact that Coke
Zero is a relatively new product, there has not been a sufficient
amount of time for researchers to prove the negative long term ef-
fects this "healthy" pop has on you, but it is made from sulacrose- an
artificial sweetener thought to be associated with various types of
cancer. Since the male teachers here are often found with a can in
hand despite our repeated warnings, | decided to see just how many
cans were drained in a week. With help from the other writers, and a
bit of sifting through recycling bins, we were able to collect a surpris-
ing 12 cans this week, just Tuesday through Thursday. That's an av-
erage of 4 cans per day. So | en-
courage you, as a caring student
of FLHS, the next time you see
one of our dearly loved teachers
with a can in hand; remind them
of the danger in every sip they take.

Want to write me?
Drop me a question in the box
located in Ms. Krohe’s room.

50 then If your
plug in 10 for th
diameter, and
because the area
for & circle is

'

This? It's obwiously 3.
square,.-noa cirdle...
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